
Accelerated Reader
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The importance of reading

• Only 3 in 10 young people read daily in their own time

• Nearly a fifth of children asked in a survey said they would 
embarrassed if their friend saw them reading

• Young people who enjoy reading are 5 times as likely to read above 
the expected level for their age compared to children who do not 
enjoy reading at all 

• Reading for pleasure has a positive impact on children’s attainment in 
reading and writing. 

• Developing a love of reading can be more important for a child’s 
educational success than their family’s socio economic background-

• Children who enjoy reading achieve more highly right across the 
curriculum. 



Aims of Accelerated Reader

• To improve standards of reading (both 
word recognition and comprehension)

• To help children develop a love of 
reading

• To help children choose suitable books 
for themselves and try different genres



The skills of reading



Star Reading test

• Your child will take one of these tests at 
different points throughout the year.

• Tests ability to read (decode) and comprehend 
what they have read.

• Takes about 15 minutes. 

• Teachers have summary of results- e.g number 
of questions answered correctly, time taken 
etc..



ZPD (Zone of proximal development)

• Each child is assigned a ZPD based on their 
Star Reading Test

• ZPD is the range of books that will challenge a 
child without causing frustration or loss of 
motivation. Children will mostly choose books 
within their ZPD (e.g. 2.3-3.1). They are 
allowed to read some above or below their 
ZPD from time to time.





Taking a quiz

• Each time a child finishes a book, they take a 
short quiz on that book.

• Questions check their understanding of the 
story and words in text.

• Children should refer to the book as much as 
they want while doing the quiz.

• They are given a score at the end. They should 
achieve 85% or more. 

• Aim for 1 quiz a week





Class reading time

• 9.45- 10.15 every day is reading time

• Time for quizzes, book change, group reading 
and silent reading

• Teacher dialogue with children about quizzes

CHILDREN ARE STILL EXPECTED TO READ AT 
HOME SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK. IT IS PART OF 

THE HOMEWORK. 

https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ4iJBAxVJ6XyoUPi-6enUdSmEZlGPbh9NP4dAG3m5Sm5I866UJEtFe4JQ:media1.onsugar.com/files/2013/02/06/1/192/1922398/netimgVAfkPo.preview/i/10-Sneaky-Ways-Practice-Reading-Home.jpg

https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.popsugar.com/moms/10-Sneaky-Ways-Practice-Reading-Home-27335401&sa=U&ved=0CBwQwW4wA2oVChMI0N_Iu4WfyAIVRrsUCh2h7wew&usg=AFQjCNEtaeSV8iF59AO0OpKZv-wWzMhtBQ




Word Millionaires!

• A word count is kept for every child based 
on how many words they have read. 

• Aim is to become a Word Millionaire!
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Children’s views

• They said they enjoyed quizzes and having 
the chance to read every day

• They like the competitive element of word 
counts and scores for tests

• “I just used to rush through books and not 
really understand them and now I read more 
carefully.”
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