
  
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you have all had a lovely Easter break and have enjoyed lots of family time and chocolate 

eating! 

We are very excited to come back with a new classroom set up – brand new tables and furniture, as well as 

a slightly different routine to give the children more time to get in depth with their playing and learning.   

We believe that having parents as partners is key to having happy, confident and capable children in 

school so please feel free to book an appointment or message us on Dojo.  We may not reply during 

teaching hours but will reply as soon as we can. 

We very much appreciate the support you are providing for Kittens’ and look forward to another term with 

you! Mrs Driver, Mrs Reeder, Mrs Bradnam and Mrs Cannon 

 

 Phonics and reading 

Daily phonics sessions continue to take place each 

morning. We are working on reading and writing the 

phonemes (including digraphs and trigraphs) that we have 

learnt previously and concentrating on segmenting - 

breaking words up into the sounds they can hear (spelling). 

We are also developing comprehension skills by talking to 

the Kittens about the plot and characters in stories and 

recalling the facts in non-fiction books. It is important that as 

well as blending the words in a book and reading the 

sentences, that your child understands what they have 

read and can talk about the plot, characters and setting.  

We would just like to reassure you that all children learn in 

different ways and at different speeds, so we endeavour to 

match books with both your child’s reading level and 

interests. 
 

Writing                                                                                   

Most of the Kittens have developed a comfortable and 

appropriate pencil grip for writing. While they are 

encouraged to use a sound mat to support their writing, 

we are very impressed with the progress many Kittens 

have made in writing sentences independently. A new 

early morning activity this term is writing a sentence 

about a picture. Most of the Kittens have already risen 

to the challenge! 

We continue to encourage clear, accurate letter 

formation and support the Kittens to write the 

phonemes, (including digraphs, trigraphs), and common 

exception words we have covered in our phonics 

programme. We are also beginning to expect the 

Kittens to recognise and use capital letters and full stops, 

along with finger spaces between words.  

As we have mentioned before, every child is different 

and we work with every child at their own level when 

writing, and in every area of the curriculum. We monitor 

your child closely and when they are ready, we support 

them accordingly with their next steps. 

 

Maths 

Maths is everywhere! The areas of priority this term 

include knowing and understanding number bonds 

to 5 and 10 and working out how numbers can fit 

together to make other numbers.  We continue to 

understand which numbers are odd and even and 

share out quantities into equal groups. 

We will also be looking at 3D shapes and 

measuring length, weight and capacity. 

 

Topic 

Creatures, shoots and muddy boots is our topic this 

term. This determines the books that guide literacy 

and many of the activities arranged in our continuous 

provision. There will be a new discovery area in the 

classroom and the Kittens are already fired up to learn 

about dinosaurs, animals, growing and minibeasts!  

We are really excited to be introducing a wormery 

and some caterpillars to Reception and can’t wait to 

watch them grow and change! 

 

 

Reading with your child and communicating with us 

Please continue to hear your child read every day for 5-10 

minutes and use the reading record to let us know about 

progress. Please record in this book every time your child 

reads at home.  Please also practise both reading and 

writing the common exception words attached to your 

reading record too.  

Please also continue to share great books – fiction, non-

fiction and poetry - by regularly reading TO your child. 

Home Learning will be posted on Showbie  

We would love to hear about all the learning that goes on 

within the family. At the parent meeting we informed parents 

about our new Race to Learning display where the children 

get to move along the display when they share their home 

learning with us, they are all very excited about this! 

 

Forest School will continue to take place on Thursday 

afternoons. 

PE 

PE will take place on Monday afternoons. 

Please make sure your child is coming in wearing their PE kit 

as this removes the need for staff to ‘help’ children 

change.  It is still important to continue to encourage your 

child to dress and undress independently at home, as this is 

an essential skill. 

Uniform 

Please make sure all items of clothing, including PE Kit, 

wellies, and book bags are clearly named.  This increases 

the likelihood of items being returned. 
Water Bottles 

Water bottles can be purchased from the office. 

Your child will be encouraged drink regularly throughout 

the school day.  

 


