
  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
We hope you have all had a lovely – if chilly - Easter break and enjoyed plenty of chocolate! 
After the period of remote learning, it is a delight to be back with the Kittens in school. They have settled back into our routines 
really well.  
As you know, we consider communication to be key to a strong and effective partnership, so if there is anything you would like to 
discuss, please make an appointment for a more convenient time or send us a message using ClassDojo. 
We very much appreciate the support our families already make to the Kittens’ learning. 
Mrs Jordan, Ms Kirby, Mrs Bradnam and Ms Prince 
 

Forest School 

Forest school will continue to take place on 
a Tuesday morning.  

 

Reading with your child and communicating with us 
Please continue to hear your child read every day for 5-10 
minutes and use the reading record to let us know about 
progress. Please record in this book every time your child reads 
at home.  The red folders are an important tool as they contain 
both tricky words and phonemes covered.  
 
Please also continue to share great books – fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry - by regularly reading TO your child. 
 
Home Learning will be posted on Showbie so we would love to 
hear about all the learning that goes on within the family. 
Please see the recent Dojo post regarding this.  
 

Writing 
Most of the Kittens have developed a comfortable and 
appropriate pencil grip for writing. While they are 
encouraged to use a sound mat to support their writing, 
we are very impressed with the progress many Kittens 
have made in writing sentences independently. A new 
early morning activity this term is writing a sentence 
about a picture. Most of the Kittens have already risen to 
the challenge! 
We continue to encourage clear, accurate letter formation 
and support the Kittens to write the phonemes, (including 
digraphs, trigraphs), and tricky words we have covered in 
our phonics programme. We are also beginning to expect 
the Kittens to recognise and use capital letters and full 
stops, along with finger spaces between words.  
As we have mentioned before, every child is different and 
we work with every child at their own level when writing, 
and in every area of the curriculum. We monitor your 
child closely and when they are ready, we support them 
accordingly with their next steps. 
Maths 
Maths is everywhere! The areas of priority this term 
include counting to 20, recognising and recording teen 
numbers and using numbers for a purpose such as adding 
and subtracting, halving and doubling.  
We will also be looking at 3D shapes and measuring 
length and weight. 
We will be recapping the work the children did on using a 
number line as a strategy for addition and subtraction of 
single digit numbers. If your child found this difficult, you 
may wish to do some extra work with them on it at home. 
Topic 
Creatures, shoots and muddy boots is our topic this term. 
This determines the books that guide literacy and many of 
the activities arranged in our continuous provision. There 
will be a science laboratory in the classroom and the 
Kittens are already fired up to learn about bugs and 
minibeasts! They are really excited about our new 
wormery and the imminent arrival of some caterpillars 
which we will look after as a class and watch as they 
transform into butterflies! 
We will finish this half term with an Ugly Bug Ball. More 
information to follow! 
 

 Phonics and reading 
Daily phonics sessions continue to take place each morning. We 
are working on digraphs, trigraphs and are beginning to blend 
phonemes to read words such as milk and snap. 
We are also developing comprehension skills by talking to the 
Kittens about the plot and characters in stories and recalling the 
facts in non-fiction books. It is important that as well as blending 
the words in a book and reading the sentences, that your child 
understands what they have read and can talk about the plot, 
characters and setting.  
We would just like to reassure you that all children learn in 
different ways and at different speeds, so we endeavour to match 
books with both your child’s reading level and interests. 

 

PE 
PE will take place on Wednesday afternoons. 

In line with Covid recommendations, we ask that you send your 
child to school dressed in their PE kit (white shirt, black shorts), 
trainers and a dark coloured tracksuit on Wednesdays. 

This removes the need for staff to ‘help’ children change. 

Please continue to encourage your child to dress and undress 
independently at home, as this is an essential skill. 

Uniform 
Please make sure all items of clothing, including PE Kit, wellies, 
and book bags are clearly named. 

Water Bottles 

Water bottles can be purchased from the office. 

Your child will be encouraged drink regularly throughout the 
school day.  

 

 

 


