
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome to the Kittens’Class!  We hope you have all had a great break over the summer and have been 

able to enjoy the lovely weather – when we had it!  

At Kedington Primary Academy we consider communication to be key to a strong effective partnership. 

Therefore, if there is anything you would like to discuss, please speak to us after school, make an 

appointment for a more convenient time, or send us a message using ClassDojo.  We look forward to 

working with you!    

Mrs Jordan, Mrs Bradnam and Mrs Cannon 

 
 

  

  

  

Mark making and writing 
During the first term in the Kittens’ Class, your 

child will be encouraged to develop all of the 

first skills needed for a comfortable pencil grip 

through lots of gross and fine motor play 

activities.  

Alongside this, and using a name card, they 

will be encouraged to practise forming the 

letters in their name. Following on from this 

there will be opportunities to form the letter 

sounds (graphemes) in the order that they 

are covered in our phonics programme. If 

your child is ready to write and is keen to form 

lower case letters, we can offer an alphabet 

mat for home use. If this is something you think 

would be useful then please let us know.  

 

Communication, Language and Literacy 
Each term we will focus our learning in Literacy on a 

different project. This term’s project is All Aboard and our 

texts will all be about transport and journeys. We will also 

focus on the authors Julia Donaldson and Oliver Jeffers in 

particular. Our literature spine for this term (which is a list 

of the books that we will cover in school) is below.  

Please also see the attached Reception Suggested 

Reading List which we have compiled for your reference. 

This is a list of books that we really ‘rate’ for children in 

Reception. Some of the books included are from our 

literature spine. We absolutely love these books! They are 

brilliant for engaging children and supporting vocabulary 

development, imagination and social and emotional 

skills and knowledge. We would really recommend that 

you buy a copy of these books or loan them from the 

library and read them with your child. We hope you 

enjoy them as much as we do! 

 

In our Literacy sessions we provide lots of play-based 

opportunities for reading, writing and consolidating 

phonics skills. There are also fine motor and creative 

activities for your child to access, all based on our text 

that week. Throughout the year we will focus lots on 

building the children’s speaking and listening skills 

(oracy), and will introduce new vocabulary to them 

each week which will feed into our work in Literacy and 

across the curriculum.  

 

Up Up Up – Rachel Oldfield 

Big Blue Train – Julia Jarman and Adrian Reynolds 

The Gruffalo - Julia Donaldson 

Monkey Puzzle - Julia Donaldson 

The Highway Rat  - Julia Donaldson 

Tiddler – Julia Donaldson 

Let’s Celebrate five days of Diwali – Ajanta 

Chakraborty and Vivek Kumar  

Aliens Love Underpants – Claire Freedman and Ben 

Court 

The Way Back Home – Oliver Jeffers 

Lost and Found – Oliver Jeffers 

Tango Makes Three  - Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell 

 

Mathematics 
Mathematics can be applied everywhere! 

We plan from your child’s interests and will 

therefore tie in appropriate areas of  

numeracy with activities that interest them.  

The areas of priority this half term include  

counting to 10 and beyond out loud and  

deepening the children’s understanding of 

numbers 1 to 6 – including learning about what 

they look like as a numeral and a group of 

objects, numbers that are more and less, what 

other numbers they are composed from (eg 5 

can be composed of 3 and 2) and how to 

count that number of objects accurately. We 

will also be looking at patterns and creating our 

own repeating patterns using two or more 

objects of different size, colour and shape.  

 

Forest Thursdays 
On Thursdays we will have an outdoor session 

in the afternoon, visiting our nature area at the 

bottom of the school field. The children will 

have lots of opportunities to increase their 

knowledge of the environment and world 

around them, observe and explore the natural 

world, and learn about some processes and 

changes such as the seasons.  

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ajanta-Chakraborty/e/B01M6WB8FN?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_7&qid=1630683827&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ajanta-Chakraborty/e/B01M6WB8FN?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_7&qid=1630683827&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Vivek-Kumar/e/B01MA3ASQ0?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_7&qid=1630683827&sr=8-7


 

Phonics 
A daily phonics session will take place each 

morning in the Kittens’ class. This will consist of 

learning the sounds of the letters in the alphabet 

(phonemes), which letters represent these 

(graphemes), and enabling your  

child to sound out words (segmenting) and blend 

them together to read. These sessions are very 

‘hands on’ and active following a play-based 

ethos. As these sessions progress and we gain a 

better understanding of your child’s ability, we 

will issue a school reading book.   

Later on this term we will be holding a Phonics 

Workshop for parents where we will share 

information with you about how your child will 

learn phonics at school and how you can support 

them at home. The date for this will follow shortly.  

 

Reading with your child and 

communicating with us  
Until your child is issued with a reading book, we 

would love to hear about any progress they make at 

home with rhyming and alliteration, any favourite 

stories shared or abilities to retell familiar stories  

using appropriate language. We are sure you do this 

without even knowing it.  

For example, sharing rhyming story books with your 

child is a positive way of supporting their awareness. 

We would love to hear about this on ClassDojo. 

Maybe your child would like to draw a picture of 

their favourite part of the story or have a go at 

writing their favourite rhyming words etc. 

Learning at home 
If your child completes a drawing, some writing or 

anything else that they are proud of at home then 

please do send it into school to show so that we can 

celebrate it with them and add it to our Proud Wall. 

You can also send us videos through Dojo.  

We will also choose one child each week to take 

home our class’s Special Bag. They can fill this bag 

with things that are really important to them and 

then show them to the rest of the class during the 

week. In addition to this a child will be chosen to 

bring in their favourite book to share with the class. 

Information about the Book of the Week and the 

Special Bag will be sent home with your child when it 

is their turn. 

PE  
PE will take place on a Monday. On PE days 

children should come into school dressed in their 

PE kit. We will notify you of the date that PE will 

start for Kittens, please do not send them in their 

PE kit until then.  

 

Uniform  
Please make sure all items of clothing, including 

PE Kit, shoes, coats, and book bags/back packs 

are fully named. It is very difficult for the children 

(and staff!) to find mislaid uniform and shoes if 

they are not named. It is very helpful if clothing is 

labelled clearly so that it is easy for your child to 

recognise their name and identify their own 

clothing themselves.  

Please could all children be provided a named 

pair of wellies to keep in school. To protect your 

child’s school shoes and to keep our classroom 

floor as clean as possible children will wear wellies 

every afternoon for Discovery Time and Forest 

Thursdays. They will also need a spare set of 

clothes to keep at school. Please ensure these are 

in school by Monday 20th September if at all 

possible. Many thanks.  

 

Showbie and Dojo 

These are the main platforms for communication 

between parents and staff. Please pop us any 

messages on Dojo. We check this regularly, but not 

usually during teaching hours. If your child is going 

to be absent from school please contact the 

school office in the first instance. We use Dojo 

stories to share photographs of some of the 

activities we do each week and also to share 

messages with all parents. Please check this 

regularly. Later this term we will provide your child 

with a home learning activity each week to 

complete with you. This activity will be shared on 

Showbie. An invitation to join Showbie will be 

shared with you soon. Both platforms are very user 

friendly but please do contact us if you require any 

support with them.  

 

Water Bottles   

Please ensure your child brings a named water 

bottle to school (filled with water only please) 

to school every day.  

Your child will be encouraged to fill this up and 

drink regularly throughout the school day.   

 


